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Twilight

is a crack
between
two worlds

I slip
into its
crevice;

a perfect fit

Crisp! Short and touching.. This is a poem by this week's Talented Banker. We proudly present
before you,

Preetha B
Federal Bank
Vyttila Branch

She is the eldest of the three children of Balakrishnan Nair who worked in BSNL and Chandrika
who worked in NAD. Her sister Geetha works in the Naval base and her brother Murali Krishna is
with the TCS. As her father worked in Aluva, her childhood was spent there. She did her
schooling from the Aluva St. Francis School till her 10th grade. She excelled in her classes all
through the years. It was when she joined for Pre degree first group in the St Xavier's college,
Aluva that she English turned out to be a monstrous villain. The young girl doubted if she would
be able to cope up with the English medium curriculum after completing her schooling in
Malayalam medium.. a needless apprehension. What fear stops one who knows only victory?
She started reading English books from the library with the determination to win over the
language. Even during the vacations spent at her aunts' houses, she gorged into the vast



collection of books they, being teachers, had. By the time she passed out of the college, she had
a close friend to accompany her - English! The girl who cowered from the language learned to
embrace it and write beautiful poetries in it. But these poems remained within the folds of her
notebook as a result of her introvert nature.

Though she completed her graduation in Physics from the same college and joined Aluva UC
College for post graduation, she left after two months as she got selected through the staff
selection commission to Kakkanad SEZ Administrative office where she started her career
journey in the year 1996. Yet, Preetha, brought up in Thottakkatukara, Aluva, yearned for
something different - from her young age she watched many bankers around her.. she watched
wistfully, the Federal Bank Head Office that stood apart in the Aluva town, on her way to
college. From then she had decided she would be a banker - to be specific, she wanted to work
in the Federal Bank.

This she achieved in 1998 when she joined the Thonippuzha branch of Federal Bank, near
Kozhencherry,Pathanamthitta. It was during this period that her poems were set free. It was
during the weekly train journeys to Aluva that Padmakumar, a colleague who was also from her
locality discovered that she wrote poems. And he encouraged her to send her poems to the BEFI
published magazine, 'Solidarity. Her poems appeared in the various editions of the magazine.
This prompted her to take her writing seriously. Her exploration to read new poems and
collecting ideas brought her to notice an American website, "all poetry.com". Preetha believes
that being part of such a group that included many European members helped polish her poems
and also to improve her vocabulary.

Her disappointment in not being able to complete her post graduation was tackled by her
earning CAIIB and MBA from IGNOU. Her craze for the language led her to pursue and complete
post graduation in English too from IGNOU.

She got married to Sreekumar who works as Deputy Manager in the Lakshadweep Development
Corporation, while working in Kozhencherry branch. She got transferred to Kaloor after
marriage. Now she is working in the Vyttila Branch. The couple is blessed with twins - Sreepriya
and Pranav who are in the eighth grade. The mother's artistic nature is revealed in Sreepriya as
she sings and plays keyboard, and in Pranav as he draws on his canvas.

Sreekumar's gentle cajoling that it would be a beautiful memory, prodded Preetha to get her
first collection of poems published in the name, "Pebbles" through Bookerman publications. The
book was released by Gracy teacher on the Women's day, March 8th 2017. "Preetha has an in-
depth knowledge of poetic imagery. This makes her words strong and beautiful ", exclaimed the
beloved Malayalam poet K.Sachidanandan.

Though passionate, Preetha could not learn music during her young age lest it should affect her
studies. Right now she is learning carnatic music along with her daughter (maybe with more
enthusiasm). She was chosen to impart English words to the song by a music band formed in
connection with the Federal Bank foundation day and Aluva metro station inauguration in the
year 2018. She who came to write for the band "Dreamers", ended up singing too.



She, who loves to travel, took part in the Kailas-Mansarovar yatra along with Swami
Sandeepananda and his group in 2016. She is also an expert in yoga. The yoga trainer in Thevara
S.H School, Meera is her guru. Learning of Preetha's passion towards music, Meera invited her
to their Bhajan group which also included Meena, Jaya and Salini. The five- member group has
been performing bhavan in temples from 2014, led by Jayalakshmi Vaidyanathan. Preetha is
dejected that covid has snatched their chances of performing now.

The covid days led her to own a channel in YouTube, named 'Peethus world '. In this channel, we
can find the reviews of "Oru Sankeerthanam Pole" by Perumbadavam Sreedharan and
"Balyakalasakhi" by Basheer, in Preetha's voice. Another interesting feature is the program by
her alongside Meera and Salini, by blending yoga and music.

Preetha has now spread her wings to Malayalam poetry as well, by writing to the tunes set by
her daughter's keyboard master, Jaysin John. The song popular for its wordings and music
starting thus: " Himakanamaniyumoreeran kaatin raagam.." can also be viewed in Peethus
world. The song has been sung by Santhosh Kumar.

It is a wonder that she excels in every field she gets interested in. We wish that she may write
many more wonderful poems that may ensure her a strong hold in the world of poetry.. to say
in her own words, " may the words yet to be penned keep disturbing you "



